
Attitude | Latitude 

• For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and 
ATTITUDES of the heart.   • Hebrews 4.12 

o Our actions will speak volumes about our attitudes before our complaints ever will 

I believe God is going to speak to us in this message.  
I sense that many of you are walking through some stuff.  
Others have obstacles  
Others of you are the obstacle to what’s next in your ministry  
I believe the antidote, the catalyst tonight is attitude.  
Tonight isn’t a calling out, it’s a calling up 
A calling back up to what you were created to do, what you were created to JUST BE.  
The nation of Israel walked through something similar.  
They were called to JUST BE priest to the nations, light to the world, God’s people 
But the one thing that kept them from inheriting that promise was a poor attitude.  

• 12 spies 

• They gave Moses this account: "We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does 
flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. But the people who live there are powerful, and 
the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw giants. Then Caleb silenced the people 
before Moses and said, "We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can 
certainly do it." But the men who had gone up with him said, "We can't attack those people; 
they are stronger than we are." And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the 
land they had explored. They said, "The land we explored devours those living in it. All the 
people we saw there are of great size. We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and 
we looked the same to them.”  • Numbers 13.27-33 

• Face adversity with faith, not fear 
o These men who were full of fear were the cream of the crop 
o God promised 
o The people followed God 
o They were on the cusp of causing an entire nation to inherit an eternal promise of 

God 
o And at the fear of 10 men. 10 men out of millions, the people stopped following God 

and started to follow fearful men. 
o The attitudes of 10 men derailed the destiny of an entire nation for 40 years. 
o The only ones who stepped up were the other 2, Caleb and Joshua. 
o 10 men said 

§ People are powerful – Caleb said, but God promised 
§ Cities are strong  – Caleb said, but God promised 
§ Giants  – Caleb said, but God promised 

o They lost an entire generation to a desert before they understood that God’s 
promises are a greater reality than what we see with our own eyes. 

o  If it wasn’t for Caleb, and his obedience to the promise of God, there may be no 
Israel, no tribe of Judah, and no account of the great acts of God that occurred in 
our Bible thereafter. 

o But, just as bad attitudes derail destinies, Faithful attitudes set you up for success 



• Your Attitude will determine your Latitude 
o Your attitude will determine whether you end up north of God’s promises 

or south of His will for 2018. 
o But because my servant Caleb has a different ATTITUDE, and because he follows 

me with all his heart, I will bring him into the land he went to and his descendants 
will own it.  • Numbers 14.24 

o The cry of an entire nation was heard in the desert. 
o God answered with Joshua and Caleb. 
o Because of their faithfulness, because of their unrelenting attitude towards God’s 

promises, they were the ONLY two from the generation of the unfaithful 10 who 
lived long enough to be the first ones to set foot in the Promised land 

o I wonder how many promises of God we would see come to fruition in our lives if 
our attitudes were the same attitudes that Caleb had about God’s promises 

§ Psalm 145.13 - Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion 
endures through all generations. The LORD is faithful to all his promises and 
He loves toward all he has made. 

§ When God promises, we can’t lose 
§ What has God promised you? Don’t be afraid to take hold of it, no matter 

how many obstacles stand in front of you.  
o 2 Tim. 1.7 - For the Spirit God gave us is not a spirit of fear, but a spirit that gives us 

power, love, and self-discipline. 
§ God, is, and always has been ready to bring those promises to a reality in 

our lives, if only our attitudes will change toward them 

• Time will test your tenacity for God’s promises  
• (45 years later) Caleb said to Joshua, "You know what the LORD said to Moses 

about you and me. I was forty years-old when Moses the servant of the LORD 
sent me to explore the land...I brought him back a report according to my 
ATTITUDE about taking the land, but my brothers who went up with me made 
the hearts of the people melt with fear...On that day Moses swore to me, 'The 
land on which your feet have walked will be your inheritance..."Now then, just as 
the LORD promised, he has kept me alive for these last forty-five years... So 
here I am today, eighty-five years old! I am still as strong today as the day 
Moses sent me out; I'm just as vigorous to go out to battle now as I was then. 
Now give me this hill country that the LORD promised me that day. You know 
that the giants are there and their cities are large and fortified, but, the LORD 
helping me, I will drive them out just as he said." Then Joshua blessed Caleb 
and gave him Hebron as his inheritance. From Hebron Caleb drove out the three 
giants and took the land at 85 years old. 

• • Josh.14.6-14; 15.14 
o One of the biggest things you can do when God promises you something is show 

up.  
§ Friend invited me 23 times 
§ I struggled with depression for 12 year 
§ I prayed for 24 years for my mom to gat saved 

o The one thing that strikes me so strong in this story is that Caleb, at 85 years of age, 
after waiting on his promise for 45 years, shows up to inherit it. 

§  And I get the feeling he wasn’t going to leave until he got it 



§ His attitude was just as passionate for God’s promise at 85 as it was when 
he was 45. 

§ He was way past the age to worry about dealing with minor issues 
such as sin at this point. 

§ In light of God’s promises, sin was a mere annoyance 
§ He was focused on the prize – I want to be the same way 

o When Caleb got the promises of God in his sights, He didn’t let go. 
§ Instead he took on the ATTITUDE OF GOD and focused on God’s plan 

o You think young King David was bad dropping a giant at the age of about 14? 
o Caleb dropped 3 of them, and he was 85. 
o He had become so much a part of God’s promise that 3 giants, when they stood 

between Caleb and God’s promise, become food for the birds as an 85 year old 
senior citizen mowed right through them 

 


